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Due to some changes in studying provided by the authorities of higher 

educational institutions, constantly increasing urban population and migration 

processes provoked by multiple political conflicts, the number of students in most 

Ukrainian universities has significantly increased. However, with the growing 

number of students in the groups, the number of teachers hasn’t changed. This 

tendency has influenced the education process and made teachers search for the new 

ways of dealing with large groups in order to make their studying successful.  

There is no universally accepted definition of what a large group is, since in 

most Asian countries classes with 100 students are an ordinary thing and in some 

highly developed states 20 students is already a crowd. Although it is generally 

considered the large group to include from 40 to 50 students, the number can vary 

according to different criteria.    

Large group is a challenge for any educator but it is a real problem for 

language teachers since it requires a lot of practice and constant supervision. Thus, 

challenges of working with large groups can be divided into [1]: 

- TLC challenges (the challenges of Teaching Large Classes in general) 

and 

- TELC challenges (the challenges specific to language teaching in large 

classes). 

TLC challenges include the following [1]: 

1. Classroom management. In large classes it requires a lot of time and 

energy to organize the learners and the learning. You must strive to keep the attention 



of the students, to maintain discipline while giving instructions, explaining new 

material to the whole class and organizing group work. 

2. Whole-class teaching. During class activities the communication is most 

often with teachers rather than with other students. So, it is very important to reduce 

all the disruptive noise, make sure that everyone is equally involved in the activity, 

understands the instructions or the new concept and feels comfortable to answer in 

front of other students. The other challenge of this type of classroom activities is 

assessment and feedback which are vital to the successful learning process [2].       

3. Working with mixed abilities. It is a common practice that in large 

groups there are students with different levels of knowledge. You can find the 

situation when one or two fast-learners are bored because teacher has to explain the 

material they have already known to other students, or there is a weaker student who 

is constantly humiliated by his group mates.      

4. Exam time. Examination requires a lot of time and efforts in any group. 

And if it is a large group there is even more work in preparing the tasks, maintaining 

discipline during the test and marking the exam papers.   

5. Limited resources. This is a typical problem of developing countries. 

Unfortunately Ukrainian educational institutions are not provided with all the 

necessary resources to make the teaching process easier. We constantly experience 

the lack of books and the existing materials are out-of-date. We don’t have enough 

classrooms that are equipped with computers, IWBs, projectors or even loudspeakers 

which would make studying more interesting.  

TELC challenges, which are related to language teaching in general and to 

English in particular,  include [1]: 

1. Practising language skills. It is known that to achieve successes in 

learning languages we need to practice a lot. It can be challenging for teachers to 

make their students talk especially when they are not very confident about their skills. 

Moreover, teaching languages requires additional resources in form of original texts, 

newspaper articles or storybook for reading practice as well as audio equipment to 

practice listening skills, constant Internet access would also be a plus.     



2. Providing feedback to learners. The easiest way to evaluate students in 

large groups is by marking their written works but their speaking skills require a 

proper feedback as well. This is time-consuming and needs special efforts in 

organizing classroom activities. 

There is no single solution to dealing with all these challenges but there are 

some tips which teachers may try to use in their classes. The best way to organize 

studying process in a large class is to divide students into smaller groups. They can 

be divided according to their learning abilities. In this case the group of fast learners 

will move along while teacher will work with some of the weaker learners who 

require additional help. The other way is to divide learners in such a way that one 

student will help others in dealing with tasks. In this case each group can have a 

monitor for communication with the teacher [2]. However, it is not always possible to 

work in the groups and individual work requires more attention from the teacher. It is 

essential to make sure all the students have necessary resources, understand the 

instructions, see what is written on the blackboard and are involved in the learning 

process. The latter is possible while maintaining positive classroom culture. 

Thus, teaching in large groups is very challenging for language teachers. It 

requires a lot of professional skills, energy and creativity. There is no unified scheme 

in organizing the classroom environment for a large number of students but the 

teacher can use the existing practices and work towards the solution of problems he 

or she faces in a particular group. 
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